BLIA Swimmer’s Itch Committee Report - 2024

Update:

The BLIA S.I. Committee continued to meet through the winter.  We submitted our 2024 Minnesota DNR
permit request in mid-March. Our primary objective remains focused on obtaining permits from The State of
Minnesota DNR and US Fish and Wildlife Services to address the Swimmer’s Itch problem on Bay Lake.
However, this year we changed our strategy to include individuals familiar with The Minnesota State
Legislature. We expanded the Swimmer’s Itch Committee by adding fellow Bay Laker, Allison Wolf and
representatives from Minnesota Lakes and Rivers Advocates and one from Hospitality Minnesota.

The new members provided a whole new outlook and approach to navigating State of Minnesota agencies.
Through their relationships we were able to arrange a virtual meeting with top level representatives of the
Minnesota DNR. The meeting is scheduled for May 7" and we remain optimistic we’re heading in the right
direction. If nothing else we’re educating the Minnesota DNR of the seriousness of Swimmer’s Itch and the
widespread problem it’s become to lakes in Central/Northern Minnesota. The DNR can no longer hide and
hope the problem goes away.

The S.I. Committee developed a survey in 2022 with a few simple questions and an area for Bay Lakers to
provide feedback on their experiences with S.I. The survey was revised and sent out again in 2023 around
mid-October with Paul Ericson’s help via a Bay Lake Blast.

We received 189 responses. The results to the survey questions are below:

Have you, a family member or guest had Swimmer's Itch this summer?

188 responses

® Yes
® No




Has Swimmer's ltch impacted you, a family member or guests' enjoyment of Bay Lake this summer?

188 responses
® Yes
® No

Have you, a family member or guest sought medical attention due to Swimmer's ltch this summer?

189 responses

® Yes
® No

Was Swimmer's Itch worse for you, a family member or guest this year compared to last summer?

188 responses

® Yes
® No




Did you treat your shoreline for Swimmer's Itch this summer?

188 responses

® Yes
® No

The numbers declined slightly from last year’s survey for questions #1 - #3 but are within a few percentage
points. Questions #4 and #5 are new this year. The comments from the responses were also similar to last year.
Many people mentioned how family members and guests avoided the water for several weeks or completely due
to concerns of Swimmer’s Itch. Some stated their grandkids are now afraid of the lake due to an experience with
Swimmer’s Itch on Bay Lake. Treatment with copper sulfate was mentioned several times.

This winter we also created a surveys for our friends at Minnesota Lakes and Rivers and Hospitality Minnesota.
Several hundred Lake Associations and numerous Minnesota resort owners received a survey asking for their
feedback on Swimmer’s Itch and how it’s impacted their members enjoyment of their respective lakes and of
any financial impact from Swimmer’s Itch. The Lake Association survey revealed Swimmer’s Itch is a
widespread problem in Central and Northern Minnesota lakes, including several near Bay Lake. (No lake
association is as far along as BLIA in researching Swimmer’s Itch and methods for reducing cases) Use of
copper sulfate or avoidance of the lake altogether are the main remedies according to the surveys we’ve
received.

Our Scientific Consultants at Swimmer’s Itch Solutions, Curt and Randy, remain committed to assisting our
efforts. They have supported David during the permit request process and continue to provide scientific
material to bolster our case. Both Curt and Randy will be part of the May 7" meeting with the MN DNR.

The Swimmer’s Itch Committee remains optimistic a permit will be issued by the MN DNR this Spring. Much
should be revealed during our May 7" virtual meeting. No matter the outcome, we are committed to continuing
our efforts in reducing Swimmer’s Itch cases on Bay Lake.

BLIA Swimmer’s Itch Committee-

David Devins, Rick Giertsen Jr, Phil Malkerson, Phil Rollins, Allison Wolf



